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son by weeping with him, but she was hard and relentless
when he begged her not to arrange a second marriage
for him at once.

As long as his mother lived, Joseph was dominated
by her. " If I were not so deeply attached to you/* he
wrote to Maria Theresa after she had finally broken down
his resistance, " I should remain a widower all my life.
Or rather I would be for ever united with my beautiful
angel in heaven. I see that my devotion to you will
cause me to change my mind, but may God keep it from
being the misfortune of my life."

At heart Joseph must have condemned his mother for
her insensitiveness. Had he been her only son, the
succession in the male line would have been endangered
had he remained unmarried and childless, but as it was,
he had two brothers. His brother, Leopold, who was
then sixteen, did finally succeed him.

In the end Joseph realised that he could not endure
his mother's insistence any longer, and that he must
yield to her and to Kaunitz. The Chancellor was busily
helping the Empress to select the bride who would
bring the most advantages to Austria.

Many young women were suggested as candidates,
France and Spain urged Maria Theresa to marry her son
to Princess Kunigunde of Saxony; the Bavarian Elector
suggested his sister Josepha; the Duke of Orleans
recommended his daughter; the King of Portugal
thought that a Princess from the House of Braganza
would be a good wife for the Habsburg heir; Princess
Elisabeth of Brunswick and Wilhelmine of Prussia were
also mentioned.

Finally, two candidates remained in the running, the
Princess of Saxony and the Princess of Bavaria. *' Both/*
Joseph wrote, " are marked in black in my soul, and.